B2  ·  FCE Cambridge  ·  Chapter 10
Modals in the Past
Grammar Practice — Would have · Should have · Needn't have · Didn't need to

	About this worksheet
Six exercises. Estimated time:  40 minutes  ·  Total:  38 points.


Exercise 1   Choose the correct answer
≈ 5 min    ·    5 points
Tap the correct modal form.
1.  No wonder Jack is angry. You  [ shouldn't  /  wouldn't ]  needn't
2.  It was an amazing show. You  [ would have  /  should have ]  didn't need to
3.  We  [ needn't have taken  /  shouldn't have taken ]  didn't need to take
4.  I'm sorry. I  [ would  /  should ]  wouldn't
5.  I  [ should  /  would ]  needn't

Exercise 2   Make the correct past modal form
≈ 8 min    ·    7 points
Complete each sentence with the correct past modal.
1.  We   _________________________   (should/invite) so many people to our party! I'm worried we won't have enough room.
2.  I   _________________________   (should/start) saving money years ago!
3.  We   _________________________   (would/join) you at the restaurant, but we couldn't get a babysitter.
4.  Sara   _________________________   (would/finish) the work, but she felt ill and had to go home.
5.  Lena   _________________________   (couldn't/finish) the game even if we'd wanted to. It was raining.
6.  You   _________________________   (should/buy) some milk at the shops. We have none.
7.  I   _________________________   (should/come) to see you! I didn't know you were ill.

Exercise 3   Complete the conversations
≈ 8 min    ·    8 points
Use a modal verb + have and the verbs in brackets.
Conversation 1
A: You   _________________________   (ask) Simon before you borrowed his bike. He thought it had been stolen.
B: But maybe he   _________________________   (let) me borrow it!
A: It doesn't matter. You   _________________________   (take) it. He was really worried.
B: Well he   _________________________   (worry). I brought it back straight away.
Conversation 2
A: Thank you for the lovely present. You really   _________________________   (spend) so much money on me.
B: I   _________________________   (get) the summer job without you.
A: That's not true. You   _________________________   (ask) me for help. They   _________________________   (employ) you anyway.

Exercise 4   Error correction  ✦ FCE
≈ 8 min    ·    6 points
Each sentence has one mistake. Write the correction.
1.  She should went to the doctor sooner — it got much worse.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
2.  I needn't have to rush — the meeting was cancelled.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
3.  He would have go to university if he'd passed his exams.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
4.  We didn't need to have paid for the museum — it was free on Sundays.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
5.  You shouldn't have be so rude to the waiter.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
6.  I must have not heard the alarm — I slept right through it.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________

Exercise 5   Key Word Transformation  ✦ FCE Part 4
≈ 10 min    ·    12 points
Use between two and five words including the keyword.
1.  It was wrong of you to take her bag without asking.
       You    _________________________    her bag without asking.     [ HAVE ]
2.  The taxi was already waiting, so there was no need for me to rush.
       I    _________________________    as the taxi was already there.     [ NEED ]
3.  It would have been better if she had told the truth.
       She    _________________________    the truth.     [ HAVE ]
4.  We regret that you weren't invited to the party.
       You    _________________________    to the party.     [ SHOULD ]
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