B2  ·  FCE Cambridge  ·  Chapter 4
The Passive
Grammar Practice  —  Impersonal reporting structures

	About this worksheet
Six exercises on impersonal passive structures. Estimated time:  40 minutes  ·  Total:  38 points.
Progressively harder. Exercises 5 & 6 are FCE exam-style.


Exercise 1   Choose the correct form
≈ 5 min    ·    6 points
Tap or circle the correct option.
1.  It is said  [ that he  /  he ]  is the richest man in the country.
2.  He is thought  [ to be  /  to being ]  a millionaire.
3.  The film is said  [ to have been  /  to was ]  a huge success.
4.  It is believed  [ the thieves escaped  /  that the thieves escaped ]  through the back door.
5.  She is reported  [ to know  /  to knowing ]  several languages fluently.
6.  It was once thought  [ that the earth is flat  /  that the earth was flat ]  .

Exercise 2   Rewrite using 'subject + is said / thought / etc. to…'
≈ 8 min    ·    5 points
Rewrite each sentence using the structure: subject + is [verb]ed + to + infinitive (or perfect infinitive).
1.  There's oil in the Aegean Sea.    (think)
       Oil    ___________________________________________________________________________
2.  The film will be finished next year.    (hope)
       The film    ___________________________________________________________________________
3.  The price of petrol will rise.    (expect)
       The price of petrol    ___________________________________________________________________________
4.  Man originated in Africa.    (say)
       Man    ___________________________________________________________________________
5.  There was once life on Mars.    (believe)
       Life    ___________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 3   Rewrite using 'It is said / believed that…'
≈ 6 min    ·    5 points
Start each sentence with 'It is...' or 'It was...'.
1.  They say that money is the root of all evil.
       It    ___________________________________________________________________________
2.  They believe that Tom is guilty.
       It    ___________________________________________________________________________
3.  She expects Ken to return early tonight.
       It    ___________________________________________________________________________
4.  They think he's the best player in the team.
       It    ___________________________________________________________________________
5.  They know he spent time with criminals.
       It    ___________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 4   Switch between structures
≈ 6 min    ·    6 points
Convert each sentence into the other type of passive construction.
1.  It is said that this music band is the best in the world.
       This music band    ___________________________________________________________________________
2.  It is believed that the thieves have travelled to Hawaii.
       The thieves    ___________________________________________________________________________
3.  It is expected that they will arrive in time for lunch.
       They    ___________________________________________________________________________
4.  She is said to know a lot about space.
       It    ___________________________________________________________________________
5.  It is believed that we are able to win the race.
       We    ___________________________________________________________________________
6.  She is expected to break the world record.
       It    ___________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 5   Error correction  ✦ FCE
≈ 7 min    ·    6 points
Each sentence has one mistake. Write the correction for the incorrect part.
1.  It is said he is living in Paris now.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
2.  He is believed to lived abroad for many years before returning.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
3.  Is thought that the painting is worth millions.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
4.  She said to be an expert in medieval history.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
5.  It is reported that the minister will resigning soon.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
6.  The suspects are known to had left the country.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________

Exercise 6   Key Word Transformation  ✦ FCE Part 4
≈ 10 min    ·    10 points
Use between two and five words including the keyword.
1.  People think the singer is Italian.
       The singer    _________________________    Italian.     [ THOUGHT ]
2.  They say that Lucy has moved to Berlin.
       Lucy    _________________________    to Berlin.     [ SAID ]
3.  Experts believe the temple is over 2,000 years old.
       The temple    _________________________    over 2,000 years old.     [ BELIEVED ]
4.  People report that the company is in trouble.
       The company    _________________________    in trouble.     [ REPORTED ]
5.  They expect the prime minister to resign tomorrow.
       It    _________________________    the prime minister will resign tomorrow.     [ EXPECTED ]
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