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For teacher use only.

Exercise 1  —  Complete the wish
1.  I wish I could contact my parents.
      Present impossibility → wish + could + infinitive.
2.  I wish my sister wouldn't use the computer when I need it!
      Annoying behaviour of another → wish + wouldn't.
3.  If only it weren't so cold.  /  wasn't so cold.
      Present unreal situation → if only + past simple.
4.  I wish I could go out.  /  I wish I weren't ill.
      Present impossibility / present reality you want to change.
5.  If only I knew more questions.  /  could answer more questions.
      Present regret about knowledge.
6.  I wish Emma wouldn't borrow my things.
      Annoying behaviour of another person.

Exercise 2  —  Write sentences using wish / if only
1.  I wish she had come with us.
      Past regret → wish + past perfect.
2.  I wish you would stop making so much noise.
      Annoying behaviour → wish + would.
3.  If only he hadn't broken the expensive vase.
      Past regret → if only + past perfect.
4.  I wish you wouldn't complain all the time.
      Annoying habit → wish + wouldn't.
5.  I wish he had better manners.  /  I wish he behaved better.
      Present unreal situation.
6.  I wish she wouldn't discuss my business with everyone.
      Annoying behaviour → wish + wouldn't.

Exercise 3  —  Would rather / if only forms
1.  hadn't told    —  Past regret about other → 'd rather + past perfect.
2.  were / was    —  Present unreal → if only + past simple. 'Were' is formal.
3.  have visited    —  Same subject → 'd rather + perfect infinitive (past preference).
4.  didn't smoke    —  Present preference about other → 'd rather + past simple.
5.  had asked    —  Past preference about other → 'd rather + past perfect.
6.  had    —  Present unreal situation → if only + past simple.
7.  had known    —  Past regret → if only + past perfect.

Exercise 4  —  I wish + would / wouldn't
1.  I wish shop assistants would be more polite.

2.  I wish my brother would tidy our room.

3.  I wish it would stop raining.
      Note: 'would' can also be used with things.
4.  I wish the neighbour's dog wouldn't bark at night.

5.  I wish you wouldn't drive so fast.


Exercise 5  —  Error correction
1.  can  →  could    —  After 'wish', use past form (could, not can).
2.  would know  →  knew    —  Same subject → can't use 'would'. Use past simple.
3.  have  →  had    —  Past regret → wish + past perfect.
4.  don't  →  didn't    —  'd rather + past simple for present preference.
5.  would be  →  were / was    —  Same subject — use past simple, not 'would'.
6.  I stayed  →  stay    —  Same subject → use bare infinitive, not past simple.

Exercise 6  —  Key Word Transformation (FCE Part 4)
1.  I had gone    —  I wish I had gone to the concert.
2.  you could    —  I wish you could come with us.
3.  you didn't leave    —  I'd rather you didn't leave so early.
4.  wouldn't play    —  I wish you wouldn't play loud music at night.
5.  hadn't told her    —  I wish I hadn't told her the truth.
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