B2  ·  FCE Cambridge  ·  Chapter 5
Hypothetical Meaning
Grammar Practice  —  Wish · If only · Would rather

	About this worksheet
Six exercises on hypothetical structures. Estimated time:  45 minutes  ·  Total:  40 points.
Progressively harder. Exercises 5 & 6 are FCE exam-style.


Exercise 1   Read the situation, complete the wish
≈ 6 min    ·    6 points
Based on each situation, complete the wish sentence.
1.  Jack's phone doesn't work, so he can't contact his parents.
       I wish I    _________________________  my parents.
2.  Hannah wants to do her homework, but her sister is using the computer to play a game.
       I wish my sister    _________________________  the computer when I need it!
3.  Francis has gone for a run, but it has started to snow.
       If only it    _________________________  so cold.
4.  Monica is feeling ill, so she can't go out.
       I wish I    _________________________  .
5.  Ana is doing an exam, but she can't answer most of the questions.
       If only I    _________________________  more questions.
6.  Betty can't find her shoes. She suspects her friend Emma has borrowed them.
       I wish Emma    _________________________  my things.

Exercise 2   Write sentences using 'wish' or 'if only'
≈ 8 min    ·    6 points
Rewrite each sentence using 'wish' or 'if only'. Use the word in brackets as a guide.
1.  I'm afraid she didn't come with us.    (had)
         ___________________________________________________________________________
2.  Stop making so much noise!    (would)
         ___________________________________________________________________________
3.  What a pity he broke the expensive vase.    (If only)
         ___________________________________________________________________________
4.  You complain all the time and it annoys me.    (would)
         ___________________________________________________________________________
5.  It's a pity he behaves so badly.    (would)
         ___________________________________________________________________________
6.  She discusses my business with everyone.    (would)
         ___________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 3   Would rather — complete with correct form
≈ 6 min    ·    7 points
Put the verb in brackets into the correct form for 'would rather' or 'if only'.
1.  I'd rather you   _________________________   your friends about my problems. It was unkind of you to say that.  (not tell)
2.  My grandparents are living in Italy now. If only they   _________________________   here.  (be)
3.  I would rather   _________________________   my friends yesterday than stayed at home.  (visit)
4.  I'd rather you   _________________________   in my house. I hate the smell of cigarette smoke.  (not smoke)
5.  I would rather you   _________________________   me before going to the party yesterday.  (ask)
6.  If only I   _________________________   the time to travel with them around the world.  (have)
7.  If only I   _________________________   about your situation before I helped you.  (know)

Exercise 4   Write sentences with 'I wish + would / wouldn't'
≈ 5 min    ·    5 points
Express annoyance about each situation using 'I wish... would' or 'wouldn't'.
1.  Shop assistants aren't more polite.
         ___________________________________________________________________________
2.  My brother doesn't tidy our room.
         ___________________________________________________________________________
3.  It doesn't stop raining.
         ___________________________________________________________________________
4.  The neighbour's dog barks at night.
         ___________________________________________________________________________
5.  You drive so fast!
         ___________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 5   Error correction  ✦ FCE
≈ 7 min    ·    6 points
Each sentence has one mistake. Write the correction.
1.  I wish I can speak Japanese fluently.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
2.  If only I would know the answer to this question.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
3.  I wish I have studied harder when I was at school.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
4.  I'd rather you don't tell anyone about this.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
5.  I wish I would be taller — I'm always the shortest.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________
6.  I'd rather I stayed at home tonight instead of going out.
       Correction:  _______________________________________________

Exercise 6   Key Word Transformation  ✦ FCE Part 4
≈ 10 min    ·    10 points
Use between two and five words including the keyword.
1.  I'm sorry I didn't go to the concert.
       I wish    _________________________    to the concert.     [ GONE ]
2.  It's a pity you can't come with us.
       I wish    _________________________    come with us.     [ COULD ]
3.  I really don't want you to leave so early.
       I'd rather    _________________________    so early.     [ LEAVE ]
4.  Please stop playing loud music at night!
       I wish you    _________________________    loud music at night.     [ PLAY ]
5.  I regret telling her the truth.
       I wish I    _________________________    the truth.     [ TOLD ]
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